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tists, THC proved to be a headache
to law enforcement officials. Existing
Wisconsin laws didn't cover the synthetic substance, so when Madison
police confiscated $20,000 worth of
the chemical in 1968, the possessor
got off scot-free.
This legal loophole has been plugged by a revised drug law, passed by
the Wisconsin legislature on January
14. The Advisory Committee on Drug
Abuse, of which Dr. Benforado is
chairman, was instrumental in the revision of the drug legislation.
The new law reclassifies marijuana
as a "dangerous drug" not a narcotic.
"Marijuana doesn't do what narcotics
do," Dr. Benforado explains.
"A narcotic is a substance that affects the nervous system to produce
sleep or relieve pain. Morphine acts
in this way, but not marijuana. There
was a discrepancy between the legal
and medical definitions of marijuana,
and the committee thought that the
law should reflect scientific knowledge."
The law also reduces the penalty
for possession or use of marijuana
from a felony to a misdemeanor and
provides that first-time offenders who
plead guilty or are found guilty of
smoking marijuana may be released
on probation. If the offender com-

pletes his probation period, the conviction may be erased from his record. On the other hand, penalties for
the sale of marijuana are stiffer.
The legislation is a relatively innovative legal change, Dr. Benforado
says. Most other states still classify
marijuana as a narcotic, and impose
rather harsh fines and sentences for
first offenses.
Dr. Benforado regards the law as a
"more rational approach to drug
laws," for it is consistent with present
scientific knowledge.

'Water Resources of Iowa'
Publication Now Available
A special printing of Water Resources of Iowa, planned and edited
by Paul Rorick, Ground-Water geologist at the Iowa Geological Survey, is
now available.
The publication is a collection of
eleven papers given at a symposium
in the geology section of the Iowa
Academy of Science at the University
of Northern Iowa April 18, 1969.
It can be obtained by sending $1.00
to the Iowa Academy of Science, Inc.,
The University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613.
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